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T
oday marks the winter solstice, the shortest day of the year in the Northern
Hemisphere (and the longest in the Southern). The sun rises at 6:53 a.m. today and
will set at 4:47 p.m., giving us just under 10 hours of daylight. Compare this to the
summer solstice, when Orange County gets more than 14 hours in our day. 

Have a short day

THE SPIRIT
Religious people worldwide have observed

the winter solstice in a number of ways.

Ancient Egypt: The god-man/savior Osiris
died and was entombed on Dec. 21.

Ancient Rome: Saturnalia began as a feast
day for Saturn on Dec. 17 and went through
Dec. 23.

Druidism: Druids formed the professional
class in ancient Celtic society, performing the
functions of priests, teachers, philosophers
and musicians. The solstice for them was the
time of the death of the old sun and the birth
of the dark half of the year.

American Indians: The Pueblo tribe looked
forward to spring and rebirth with prayer
sticks, retreats and altars at the solstice.

Neopaganism: The winter solstice is called
yule. The most common practitioners are
called Wiccans. It is a time for introspection
and planning. They might celebrate on the evening before,
at sunrise on the morning of the solstice, or at the exact
time of the astronomical event.

Christianity: Many symbols and practices associated with
Christmas are of pagan origin, and taken from solstice cele-

brations, including holly, ivy, mistletoe, the yule log, the
giving of gifts, the decorated evergreen tree, and more.
In Massachusetts, Puritans unsuccessfully tried to ban-
ish Christmas during the 17th century because of its hea-
then influences.

Sources: The Associated Press, U.S. Naval Observatory and religioustolerance.org. Compiled by Michael Doss, Register Research.

By MICHAEL DOSS | T H E  O R A N G E  C O U N T Y  R E G I S T E R

TRADITION: Christmas trees are set up at Vienna’s Opera House. Histori-
ans say yule trees date to druids using pine boughs to mark the solstice.

STONEHENGE: The remnants of the last in a sequence of cir-
cular monuments built between 3000 B.C. and 1600 B.C. are
one of Britain’s most popular tourist attractions and a spiritual
home for thousands of druids and mystics. It has become a tra-
ditional gathering place during the solstices. Exactly how and
why Stonehenge was built remains a mystery. Some experts be-
lieve it is aligned with the sun because its builders came from a
sun-worshipping culture, while others believe the site was part
of a huge astronomical calendar. The site consists of
20-foot-tall stones encircling several inner circles and horse-
shoes of smaller stones. The largest stones weigh between 25
and 45 tons, with some topped by 7-ton lintels.
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THE SCIENCE

*Sale

 

for new 

or

ders onl

y, 

inst

a

lled

 or

ders onl

y. Fu

ll s

e

rv

ice 

onl

y. Sta

nd

ard 

inst

a

ll

at

ion.

 

Sale

 

ends 

Dec.

 2

4,

 2005.

 

Sale

 

does not 

a

pply t

o fi nance or

ders

. No

t v

a

lid w

ith an

y 

ot

her 

pr

omo

t

ion

 o

r offe

r. 

*Sale for new orders only, installed orders only. Full service only. Standard installation. Sale ends Dec. 24, 2005. Sale does not apply to fi nance orders. Not valid with any other promotion or offer. 
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Prior sales excluded. See store for details.

We Manufacture
• Entry Doors
• Dutch Doors
• Wood French 

D

oorsDoors
• Wood Windows
• Bay Windows
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Visit Our Showrooms or Call for a Free In-home Estimate

Made Exact to Fit Your OpeningMade Exact to Fit Your Opening
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GiftsYou’ll Never Stop Opening!Gifts You’ll Never Stop Opening!

10%10% Off Off
Holiday
Savings

We also offer:

on all Galaxy
Entry Doors &
Dutch Doors

Open 6 Days: Mon.- Sat.Open 6 Days: Mon.- Sat.
See all of our products at: www.finefinish.comSee all of our products at: www.finefinish.com

LARGEST CEILING FAN SELECTION IN CALIFORNIA!

TRADING POST FAN COMPANYTRADING POST FAN COMPANY
6952 Warner Ave. at Goldenwest - Ralph’s Center

HUNTINGTON BEACH • (714)848-4353
Open 7 Days, Saturday 10-5 • Sunday 12-5 • M-F 10-8©Copyright 2005. Trading Post

COMPLETE CEILING 
FAN SERVICE 
DEPARTMENT.
WE WORK ON 
ALL BRANDS.
INSTALLATION 
SERVICE ALSO 

AVAILABLE.

“COME SEE WHAT YOU NEVER THOUGHT POSSIBLE”
EVERY CEILING FAN STYLE IMAGINABLE UNDER ONE ROOF! 

Tropical… Asian Casual... Animal Prints… Classic 19th Century… Old World European & Italian
Classics… Traditional… to Modern… to Timeless Reproductions of Table Fans… to Outdoor Fans!

Supra™ Gallery 44”

 Besides the obvious of moving air and 

making everyone comfortable, you’ll be giving the gift 

of saving energy.

 Studies have shown that you can save 

15% - 25% on your heating bills by using a

Casablanca or MinkaAire fan. Save 30% in summer!

 So give the gift that looks great, feels great and 

saves money all year round.

GIVE THE GIFT THAT
WILL BLOW THEM AWAY!

(And save them money in the process)

REGULARLY

$279

REGULARLY

$199

REGULARLY

$329

Taos™

TRADING POST
PRICE

$140

La Verne™

• Lifetime motor warranty
• Light fixture adaptable
• Moves excellent air
• 13° blade pitch

AVAILABLE FINISHES:
• Brushed Nickel • Antique Brass

• White • Oil-rubbed Bronze

by

INCLUDES:
• Light fixture • 52” blades
• Lifetime motor warranty
• Cute bear in a beautiful outdoor scene on glass.

Trident™
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INCLUDES:
• Lifetime motor warranty
• Moves terrific air
• Built-in light fixture
• Hand-held remote control

AVAILABLE FINISHES:
• Brushed Nickel • Snow White • Graphite

by Casablanca®

HO! HOHO! HO! HO!! HO!

SUPER
SUPER BUY

!

BUY!

SAVE 
$90

PERFECT PERFECT 
FOR THOSE FOR THOSE 
SMALLER SMALLER 
AREAS!AREAS!

INCLUDES:INCLUDES:
• Light fixture• Light fixture
• 44” blade span• 44” blade span
• • Lifetime motor warrantyLifetime motor warranty
• • White or brushed steelWhite or brushed steel
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$$1991999595
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http://Archive/retrieve.cgi?CCI_UID=OG1LB2OE&CCI_ObjectType=28
http://Archive/retrieve.cgi?CCI_UID=B11LB2OL&CCI_ObjectType=4
http://Archive/retrieve.cgi?CCI_UID=B11LB6LR&CCI_ObjectType=4
http://Archive/retrieve.cgi?CCI_UID=B11LBEFJ&CCI_ObjectType=6
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