
T
oday marks the beginning of the winter solstice, despite all
the rain we’ve already had and the chilly morning temper-
atures. Dec. 21 (and sometimes Dec. 22) are the shortest days
of the year in North America, and the solstice, which

means “when the sun stands still,” occurs when the vertical rays
of the sun are striking the Tropic of Capricorn (the sun is then at

its southernmost point). The day is also the beginning of yule, which
according to Webster’s was originally the name of a heathen festival at the
winter’s solstice and has come to mean Christmas or the Christmas season.

We’ll take a look at the science and the spirit of this day, of
which the poet William Wordsworth wrote, “Life’s autumn past,

I stand on winter’s verge.’’

Darkest of the dark days

SCIENCE
Our 24-hour day is based on the average speed of the Earth in its orbit around the sun.

But the actual speed is fastest at this time of year, because the Earth’s oval-shaped orbit
takes it closest to the sun.

That makes the sun’s gravitational pull stronger
and the Earth gains speed, traveling slightly faster
than its annual average of around 64,000 mph.
The Earth moves at its slowest in June and
July, around the time of the summer sol-
stice, when it is 3 million miles farther
from the sun.

At the summer solstice, the sun rises ear-
liest around June 21 – a mirror-image of what
happens in winter. 

The Earth spins around its axis, an
imaginary line going through the planet
between the North and South poles.
Thanks to this tilt, we enjoy the four
seasons. For several months of the year,
one half of the Earth receives more di-
rect rays of the sun than the other. 

When the axis points away from
the sun – from December to March –

the Southern Hemisphere enjoys the direct rays of the sun during their
summer months. Alternatively, when the axis tilts towards the sun, as it
does between June and September, it is summer in the Northern Hemi-
sphere but winter in the Southern Hemisphere. 

On the first days of winter and summer, the tilt change briefly be-
comes zero. Then the direction of the tilt moves the other way.

Today the sun rose at 6:53 a.m. PST. It sets at 4:47 p.m. PST.

STONEHENGE: The remnants of the last in a sequence of circular monuments built between 3000 B.C. and 1600 B.C. are one of Bri-
tain’s most popular tourist attractions and a spiritual home for thousands of druids and mystics. It has become a traditional gathering
place during the solstices. Exactly how and why Stonehenge was built remains a mystery. Some experts believe it is aligned with the
sun because its builders came from a sun-worshipping culture, while others believe the site was part of a huge astronomical calendar.

EARTH SUN-DRENCHED in
this enhanced satellite photo
released by NASA. Related
solstice story on Local 1.

Compiled by Michael Doss, Register Research. Sources include 
The Associated Press and religioustolerance.org.

SPIRIT
Religious people worldwide have observed the winter solstice in a number of ways.

Ancient Egypt: The god-man/savior Osiris died and was entombed on Dec. 21.
Ancient Rome: Saturnalia began as a feast day for Saturn on Dec. 17 and went

through Dec. 23.
Druidism: Druids formed the professional

class in ancient Celtic society, performing the
functions of priests, teachers, philosophers
and musicians. The solstice for them was the
time of the death of the old sun and the birth
of the dark half of the year. 

American Indians: The Pueblo tribe looked
forward to spring and rebirth with prayer

sticks, retreats and altars at the solstice.
Neopaganism: The winter solstice is called

yule. The most common practitioners are
called Wiccans. It is a time for introspec-

tion and planning. They might celebrate
on the evening before, at sunrise on the
morning of the solstice or at the exact
time of the astronomical event.

Christianity: Many symbols and
practices associated with Christ-
mas are of pagan origin: holly, ivy, mistletoe, the yule log, the giving
of gifts, the decorated evergreen tree, magical reindeer and more.
In Massachusetts, Puritans unsuccessfully tried to banish Christ-

mas during the 17th century because of its heathen influences. 
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Cathedral Oak
Blind Corner 39 to 46$130.00
Blind Corner 42 to 49$134.00
Roto Susan 36       $226.50
Broom 18x84          $213.50
Broom 24x84          $306.50
Pantry 18x84          $252.50
Pantry 24x84          $359.50
Oven 27x84            $343.50

FOR CABINETS DOORS & VANITIES

Tues-Sat 9am to 5:30pm • Closed Sunday and Monday

2500 So. Main St., Santa Ana

800.808.5892

Over 200 different doors on display and thousands in stock and ready to take home today!

5  A C R E S  O F  I N V E N T O R Y  U N D E R  R O O F

• 37” wide by 19” deep
• “A” Grade Top

• Bowls Left side 
   or Right side

White/White Cultured Marble Tops

Marble tops sold
separately

Truck load 
special

•  White or oak 
   finish frame
  Your Choice

All Sizes are in Stock
60”X 21” center s ink             $313.50
60”X 21” double s ink             $294.00
72”X 21” center s ink             $373.50
72”X 21” double s ink             $351.00
15”x84”x21” l inen                 $205.00

• Fully Assembled
• Unfinished Oak
• White Vinyl Interior
• Plywood drawer sides
• Satin to match your décor

24”X18” or 21”        $133.00
30”X18” or 21”        $150.00
36”X18” or 21”        $179.00
42”X 21”                $241.00
48”X18” or 21”        $264.00

48” Tri-view
Medicine Cabinets

OVER 
33 YEARS

Cathedral Oak is 
fully assembled 

and in stock!

Cathedral Oak is beautiful arched recessed oak door in a light color stain. Box construction is quality with solid oak drawer fronts, face frame and door frames, 
wood veneer side panels stained to match and wood grain interior with wipe clean surfaces. Cathedral Oak is a definite value for any home.

Autumn Oak Vanity

  $3950ea.

• Truck Load special
• Solid Pine
  30”, 32” & 36” 
  X 80” X 1 3/8” 
  In stock 

15 Light
Interior

 French Doors

One Light French Door
• Pine Interior
• 24” X 80” X 1  3/8” 

Crystal 
3 Piece
Entry Set 

$85850 set

Monterey
3 Piece
Entry Set

$99400 set

• Solid Oak, 
• Triple glazed 
  brass
  glass work

$2950
ea.

 Willow French 
•  Clear Beveled Glass
•  Solid Mahogany
   36” X 80” X 1 3/4” 
   In stock • Mahogany

• Triple glazed 
  brass glass
  work

$17950 ea.

Honey Oak 
Bath Cabinet

42”x21” $16650 ea.

48”x21” $17550 ea.
In Stock finished Light Oak Color, 
2 Drawers, wood veneer side 
panels, fully Assembled

$8950
ea.

Interior 
6 Panel 
Pine Door

Cardigan 42”
42”x 80”x13/4”

$329.50 ea.

28”x 80”x13/8”

$49.50 ea.
As-Is

Beveled 9
Light Entry

36”x 80”x13/4”

$199.50 ea.

All Doors have triple glaze 
brass glass work,solid 

unfinished Mahogany, and 
ALL are in stock!

(pair $399.00)
Solid Mahogany,

 Triple Glaze Brass, 
In Stock

Solid Mahogany,
Beveled Glass

Lights

$349.50 unit

Pre-hung Sliding 
Paint Grade One Light

French Door Unit

Walnut Melamine
Shelving
Over 1” Thick, edge 
banded one edge, Many 
sizes to build your own 
entertainment unit.

Now in stock, full line of White, Maple, Grey, Spectrum colors in 
melamine, paper and vinyl shelving products at great prices!

12”x84”  $7.45 ea.
16”x84”  $12.95 ea.
24”x84”  $15.95 ea.
12”x36”  $2.95 ea.
16”x36”  $4.50 ea.
24”x36”  $5.95 ea.

Pre-hung Solid
Mahogany 
Entry Door

$749.50 ea.

Insulated decorative 
glass work,

Aprox.Overall size
371/2 X82”X51/4”

Limited stock

left or right door, ready to install, 
Super Special, other units in stock also, 
primed,  8 foot, 5 foot, swinging doors

$349.50 to $899.50

Prices good 
thru 1/1/05

36” and 42” 
High Wall

Cabinets Available
in Some Styles!

  $6950ea.

Wall       30X12       $76.50 
Wall       36X12       $81.00         

Wall       30X15       $76.50         
Wall       33X15      $77.00         
Wall       36X15       $81.00         
Wall       39X15       $82.00         

Wall       42X21      $100.00       
Wall         9X30       $62.00         
Wall       12X30       $71.50         

Wall       15X30       $74.00         
Wall       18X30       $77.00         
Wall       21X30       $82.00

Wall 24X30           $88.00
Wall 27X30           $106.00     
Wall 30X30           $111.00     
Wall 33X30           $114.00     
Wall 36X30           $124.00
Base 9                  $84.00
Base 12                $94.00
Base 15                $100.50
Base 18                $107.00
Base 21                $111.00
Base 24                $117.00
Base 30                $143.00
Base 36                $153.00

Sink Base 30                  $122.50
Sink Base 36                  $130.50
Sink Base 42                  $139.50
Sink Base 60                  $226.50
Sink Base 72                  $247.00

Drawer Base 15             $132.50
Drawer Base 18             $140.50
Drawer Base 24             $156.50

Wall Corner 24X30         $124.00
Microwave Shelf 30X18       $73.50            

Salem Birch*
Estate Birch* 
Hampton Oak
Classic Oak 
Newport Oak*
Honey Oak
Cathedral Oak

Arlington Maple
Autumn Oak*
Richwood Oak
Heritage Oak
Springfield Maple

*Unfinished
Cabinet Styles

Truck load 
special

24”

12
In-Stock Kitchen 
Cabinet Styles

“Fully Assembled”

FULLY ASSEMBLED & IN STOCK!

  $199.50 ea.

As-Is

Sunrise Entry
 30”x 80”x13/4”

HOLIDAY HOURS Tues-Thurs 10am to 9pm. Fri 9am to 4pm. Closed Sat. Sunday Noon to 6pm.
Quantities may be limited. Visit tuesdaymorning.com for more information. ©2004 Tuesday Morning

Men’s & Women’s Assorted Robes
Retail $60 to $150.............................................................................OUR PRICE $2999 TO $6999

Ladies’ Nicole Miller or Laura Ashley Accessories
Retail $20 to $100.................................................................................OUR PRICE $999 TO $4999

Crystal Musical Instruments, Gavel & Slot Machine
Retail $50 ................................................................................................................OUR PRICE $1999

Perfume Bottles
Retail $25 & $35 ....................................................................................OUR PRICE $999& $1499

Garden Cart on Wheels
Retail $90.................................................................................................................OUR PRICE $3999

Bath & Body Gift Sets
Retail $20 to $40...................................................................................OUR PRICE $999 TO $1999

Famous German Maker Electric Shaver
Retail $49.99............................................................................................................OUR PRICE $1999

Select Gourmet Foods, Gift Packs & Candies
Includes many seasonal items.
Retail $3.99 to $39.99. Closeout $1.99 to $19.99 ...................25% OFF LAST MARKED PRICE

Limited quantities. Discount taken at register; not applicable to previous purchases.
Items may vary by store and not all items in all stores.

On,Donner and Blitzen...
just four days for shopping!

ANAHEIM HILLS: 8028 E. Santa Ana Canyon Rd., (714) 998-8780 CAMARILLO: 2440 Las Posas Road, (805) 389-4263 CHATSWORTH: 10130 Mason Ave., (818) 882-7677 CHINO HILLS: 14230 Chino Hills Pkwy., (909) 590-9101 COSTA MESA: 230 E. 17th
Street, (949) 650-0455 CYPRESS: 9851 Walker St., (714) 484-8281 ENCINO: 17553 Ventura Blvd., (818) 981-2797 FOUNTAIN VALLEY: 17120 Magnolia St., (714) 842-4315 GLENDORA: 1000 E Route 66 Ave., (626) 857-0903 IRVINE: 15315 Culver Dr., (949)
653-1506 LA HABRA: 2430 W. Whittier Blvd., (562) 691-2267 LA VERNE: 2139 Foothill Blvd., (909) 596-7744 LAGUNA HILLS: 23501 Ridge Route Dr., (949) 855-9781 MISSION VIEJO: 28191 Marguerite Pkwy., (949) 347-0613 • 28841 Los Alisos Blvd., (949)

951-1277 MONROVIA: 150 W. Foothill Blvd., (626) 599-9669 MONTCLAIR: 5404 Moreno St., (909) 946-2040 MURRIETA: 40555 California Oaks Rd., (951) 461-0212 ORANGE CANYON VILLAGE: 7526 E. Chapman Ave., (714) 639-7127 PALM SPRINGS-
CATHEDRAL CITY: 67 Highway 111, (760) 321-6062 PASADENA: 780 S. Arroyo Parkway, (626) 405-9434 PLACENTIA: 1850 N. Placentia Blvd., (714) 572-9196 RANCHO CUCAMONGA: 9359 Foothill Blvd., (909) 944-7343 REDLANDS: 409 E. Palm, (909) 792-

0580 REDONDO BEACH: 541 N. Pacific Coast Hwy., (310) 318-8870 RIVERSIDE: 1265 Galleria at Tyler, (951) 343-4068 SAN CLEMENTE: 43 Calle De Industrias, (949) 492-3367 SAN PEDRO: 900 N. Western Ave., (310) 521-0116 SANTA BARBARA: 1 West Canon
Perdido St., (805) 963-4055 SANTA MONICA: 901 Santa Monica Blvd., (310) 899-1569 SIMI VALLEY: 1407 E. Los Angeles Ave., (805) 526-9006 STUDIO CITY: 11239 Ventura Blvd., (818) 508-5334 THOUSAND OAKS: 193 N. Moorpark, (805) 496-0890

TORRANCE: 23855 Hawthorne Blvd., (310) 375-2896 TUSTIN: 17291 Seventeenth St., (714) 368-0080 VALENCIA: 23421 Lyons Ave., (661) 253-4926 VENTURA: 4744 Telephone Rd., (805) 477-1351 WESTCHESTER: 8801 S. Sepulveda Blvd., (310) 645-8802
WOODLAND HILLS: 21524 Victory Blvd., (818) 346-3346

“RUDOLPH the Red-nosed
Reindeer” is one of the long-
est-running holiday specials
on television.
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