
“The
court, the
law and
my life
have
been im-
mea-
surably
enriched
by her dedicated ser-
vice. She has taught us
all.”

J U S T I C E  S T E P H E N  

G .  B R E Y E R

“Justice
O’Connor
played an
indispens-
able and
pivotal role
in preserv-
ing our civil
liberties and
constitutional rights, in-
cluding a woman’s right
to choose.”

H O U S E  D E M O C R A T I C

L E A D E R  N A N C Y  

P E L O S I  O F  

S A N  F R A N C I S C O

“It was a
watershed
for all
women
when
O’Connor
was ap-
pointed, and
a real sym-
bol of how far women had
come. O’Connor forged a
path for us to be taken se-
riously in our profession.”

J E N N I F E R  L .  K E L L E R ,

O . C . D E F E N S E  

A T T O R N E Y

“As the first
woman to serve
on the Supreme
Court, Justice
Sandra Day
O’Connor is a
true pioneer.
She has served
this nation with
distinction and provided a voice of
moderation on a deeply divided
court. She leaves very large shoes
to be filled.”

S E N .  D I A N N E  F E I N S T E I N ,

D - C A L I F. ,  W H O  S E R V E S  O N  T H E

S E N AT E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

“We were not
happy with the res-
ignation because
we felt Sandra Day
O’Connor is a true
conservative. By
that I mean she
understood govern-
ment and knew
that true conservatives don’t go
into people’s houses and bed-
rooms. We’re kind of worried as to
what could come after this.”

F R A N K  R I C C H I A Z Z I ,

L A G U N A  B E A C H ,  

L O G  C A B I N  R E P U B L I C A N S

“The fair analy-
sis of Sandra
Day O’Connor
was she was a
great appointee
... Down the
line, I think she
did a good job,
but in recent
years I think she has lost her
bearings on some issues.”

J I M  L A C Y, D A N A  P O I N T

C O U N C I L M A N ,  C O - F O U N -

D E R  O F  T H E  U N I T E D

S T A T E S  J U S T I C E  F O U N -

D A T I O N ,  W H I C H  S E E K S

C O N S E R V A T I V E  C O U R T S

R E A C T I O N

Compiled by Register reporters Rachanee Srisavasdi, Larry Welborn and Peggy Lowe in Santa Ana, and Tim Elfrink and Angela Stephens in Washington, D.C.
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Travel: Temperature ex-
tremes and steep switch-
backs make this Grand Can-
yon trek tough - but the
sights you’ll see are worth it.

● Dave Vanderveen helped
organize a charity concert for
Laguna Beach landslide vic-
tims. Because of a reporting
error, his first name was in-
correct in a story in the Local
section of the July 1 edition of
the Register. 
● Bernardo Antonio Yorba is
the namesake of the city of
Yorba Linda. The 62,500-acre
land grant from Spain was di-
vided between Jose Antonio
Yorba and his nephew, Juan
Pablo Peralta. Because of a re-
porting error, Jose Antonio

Yorba was misidentified as the
city’s namesake and as the
sole recipient of the land grant
in the Local section of the
June 26 edition of the Regis-
ter.

It is The Orange County Regis-
ter’s policy to correct promptly
all errors of substance. To re-
port an error or clarify a news

story, please direct your letter to
the attention of the publisher at

Box 11626, Santa Ana, CA
92711-1626.
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The Orange County Register is dedicated to serving its community as
an independent source of news and information, with the highest

standards of accuracy, credibility and integrity.

Our promises to you:

● We’ll deliver a newspaper
that satisfies you or your
money back.

● We’ll deliver the newspaper
on time, in readable condi-
tion, or your money back. 

● Delivery is guaranteed no
later than 5:30 a.m. week-
days, and by 6:30 a.m. on
Saturdays, Sundays and holi-
days.

● If you have an inquiry, we
will respond to you within 24
hours.

● We’ll listen to your ideas on
how to make our products
and services better and will
acknowledge them promptly.

● We’ll publish your advert-
isement correctly the first
time or your money back.

● If you experience a problem
with the delivery of your pa-
per, we will deliver a re-
placement newspaper within
59 minutes.

To contact us, call toll-free
1 (877) 4 MY REGISTER
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WASHINGTON

T
he O’Connor Court. 

The phrase has
been used so many
times over so many

years to describe the Su-
preme Court that it is nearly
a cliché. Yet the simple words
capture an equally simple
truth: to find out where the
court is on almost any given
issue, look for Justice Sandra
Day O’Connor. 

If you are a lawyer with a
case at the court, pitch your
arguments to her. If your issue
is affirmative action, or reli-
gion, or federalism, or re-
districting, or abortion, or con-
stitutional due process in any
of its many manifestations, you
can assume that the fate of
that issue is in her hands.
Don’t bother with doctrinaire
assertions and bright-line
rules. Be meticulously pre-
pared on the facts, and be
ready to show how the law re-
lates to those facts and how, to-
gether, they make sense.

And it is because O’Connor
has played such a pivotal role
on the court for much of her
24-year tenure that her un-
expected retirement is such a
galvanizing event. Much
more than the widely antici-

pated retirement of Chief
Justice William H. Rehnquist,
her departure creates an op-
portunity for President
George W. Bush to shape the
court. 

Just two years ago, she
wrote the opinion for the 5-4
majority that upheld affirma-
tive action in university ad-
missions. Earlier, in a series
of decisions interpreting the
Constitution’s guarantee of
equal protection, she led or
joined 5-4 majorities that
viewed with great suspicion
government policies that took
account of race in federal
contracting, employment and
electoral redistricting. Her
view was that the govern-
ment should not be in the
business of counting by race. 

Until the pair of Ten Com-
mandments decisions this week,
which found her in dissent from
the ruling that upheld a Ten
Commandments monument on
the grounds of the Texas Capi-
tol, she had occupied a central
position on the role of religion in
public life.

In her approach, as she put
it in a concurring opinion in
1984, instead of applying the
court’s three-part inquiry for
evaluating whether a govern-
ment policy amounted to an
unconstitutional “establish-
ment” of religion, she asked

whether the challenged pol-
icy conveyed a message of
“endorsement” that con-
veyed to non-adherents the
message that they were “out-
siders, not full members of
the political community.” 

This led her to vote to pro-
hibit public prayer at high
school graduations and foot-
ball games, but to insist on
equal access for student reli-
gious publications and clubs.
In 2002, she voted with the
5-4 majority that upheld the
use of publicly financed tuition
vouchers at religious schools.
In her opinion this week con-
curring with the 5-4 majority
that declared framed copies of
the Ten Commandments
hanging in Kentucky court-
houses to be unconstitutional,
she said the Constitution’s re-
ligion clauses “protect adher-
ents of all religions, as well as
those who believe in no reli-
gion at all.”

On the other most inten-
sely fought issue of the day,
O’Connor’s successor will
not be in a position to move
the court from its support of
the right to abortion, now at
6-3. In the court’s last major
abortion ruling, O’Connor
provided the crucial fifth
vote to strike down Nebras-
ka’s ban on what foes called
“partial birth” abortions. 

24 years at the center
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As Supreme Court justice, O’Connor played a pivotal role in the court’s decisions on issues including
affirmative action, religion, federalism, redistricting, abortion and constitutional due process.

By L INDA GREENHOUSE

THE NEW YORK TIMES 

T H E  O ’ C O N N O R  C O U R T B E N C H M A R K S

H E R  L I F E  A N D  C A R E E R
PERSONAL

Born in El Paso, Texas, March 26,
1 930.

Raised on her family’s cattle
ranch, the Lazy B, in southeastern
Arizona.

Married John Jay O’Connor III, a
law school classmate, in 1 952. 

Took five years off (1 960-65) to
raise their three sons: Scott, Brian
and Jay.

Underwent surgery for breast
cancer, 1 988.

EDUCATION

B.A. in ec-
onomics,
Stanford
University,
1 950, grad-
uating
magna
cum laude.

LL.B. from
Stanford
Law
School,
1 952. She

graduated in only two years and
third in her class.

CAREER
Deputy county attorney of San
Mateo County, 1 952-53.
Civilian attorney, Quartermas-
ter’s Market Center, Frankfurt, Ger-
many, 1 954-57. 
Started and ran her own law firm
in Maryvale, Ariz., 1 958-60.
Assistant attorney general, Ari-
zona, 1 965-69.
Appointed to Arizona state Sen-
ate, re-elected twice, serving
1 969-74. First woman to serve as

a state Senate majority leader.
Elected to Maricopa County
Superior Court, serving
1 975-79.
Appointed to Arizona Court of
Appeals, serving 1 979-8 1.
Appointed an associate jus-
tice, and the first woman to
serve, on the U.S. Supreme
Court by President Reagan,
1 98 1.

Sources: Associated Press, FindLaw

Compiled by Register researcher Colleen Robledo

At Stanford University

DEBUT: O’Con-
nor waves after
her unanimous
confirmation to
the Supreme
Court on Sept.
21, 1981. With
her are At-
torney General
William Smith,
left, Sen. Barry
Goldwater, Sen.
Dennis De-
Concini, Vice
President
George Bush,
and Sen. Strom
Thurmond.
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